led to some innovative steps toward self-regulation.
In the television industry one of the most prominent developments of recent years has been the work of the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Committee of the Caucus of Producers, Writers, and Directors, a 160-member consortium of people involved in the creation of television shows. As with many individuals, the caucus was spurred into action by tragedy: In 1982 Natalie Wood and William Holden died in alcohol-related accidents, and an automobile accident caused by a drunk driver seriously injured Mary Martin and Janet Gaynor and killed Martin's manager.
A few months after these accidents the caucus issued a white paper entitled "We've Done Some Thinking." The paper asked whether "any of us as members of the creative community in Hollywood unwittingly glorified the casual use of alcohol in one of our projects? . . . The answer, we fear, is yes. "According to Larry Stewart, chairman of the caucus's Alcohol and Drug Abuse Committee, the paper circulated widely in Hollywood. "Our committee has attempted to bring an idea to the attention of the creative community, and we feel confident that that community will respond on its own in a positive way," says Stewart. "We think we are sensible and that our colleagues are going to react sensibly."
The paper drew heavily on the research of Warren Breed and James Defoe, who had worked with such shows as "The Jef-fersons," "M.A.S.H.," "All in the Family," and "One Day at a Time" to limit the amount of drinking shown. This process involves working directly with the scripts to monitor the ways in which drinking is portrayed. The white paper also included a number of suggestions for writers, producers, and directors, such as not glamorizing alcohol, substituting other beverages for alcohol when possible, demonstrating that people do not have to drink to be normal, portraying critical reactions to heavy drinking, dealing with the full range of consequences of drinking, and showing that there are no miraculous cures for alcoholism.
"We are not telling 'Love Boat' that they should not have aif at all, concerned problems work best by combining edu-
